Civic Meeting Monthly Minutes July1 |2014

Attendance: Ed Rohrbach, Al Marks, Mick Fitzharris and Valerie Hutchinson
Meeting convened at 6:54 P.M.

Agenda

1. Review transfer of authority over memorial Garden.
Review Road Repair
Review drainage at the Field Theater
Review consultant’s report on Fells Oak on the Green
Damaged storm drain at Green Lane and Woodland
Discuss tree removal on Green and elsewhere
Discuss Sign replacement

8. New Business
Minutes
June 2014 Civic Monthly Minutes approved

Nou,sWN

Memorial Garden

As a result of the Memorial Garden being moved back to Community Planning Committee, the
negotiations with NCC over the zoning requirements for the stage that was built partially on
Arden Club leasehold and partially on Memorial Garden leasehold will be continued under
Community Planning. It is no longer Civic Committee responsibility.

Roads

Woodland Lane is schedule Wednesday July 2 for repairs by Edward Smith Paving Company.
Ed Smith Paving is scheduled to repave the intersection of Inn Ln to Miller on Woodland Ln.
Estimated cost is $11,400, which will include intersection. The amount spent to date is
$8,600.00.

Inn Ln $2,400 to pave the portion that is dipped down and Alligatored (broken into scaly
chunks).

Grates for Meadow Ln and Pond Ln need a price and a proposal. In addition, need to obtain
from Edward Smith Paving Company a sample of the product, or a picture, or a detailed plan of
what they are going to do.

Drainage at Field Theater has not yet been fixed. When it rained the other day, it drained fairly
quickly. George and Larry “Roto Rootered” and dug a hole. However, the problem is no one
knows where the pipe is located. It is believed it is draining into a larger pipe, which comes
from the street drain, and it travels across several private leaseholds. This is an ongoing
problem. There is a storm drain on Woodland Ln that is opposite to the theater and comes out
beyond Mandy’s leasehold. Ed thinks that possibly the small drain taps into this larger one.
Next step is pour dye into drain to see where it is traveling and where it comes out.
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Damaged storm drain at Green Lane and Woodland Ln: Ed Smith Paving Company will
investigate double drain. One is tilted down and one is flushed. Al believes this work was
already paid for and will have them fix it.

Trees

Tree Consultants’ Report

(Tree Tech Consulting Russell E. Carlson, Bear DE) Copy follows minutes.

Russell Carlson’s report is recommending that the area around the Fels Oak be limed with a
certain percentage ph (acid somewhat) because the ph was 5.2 which is too low. Ideal would be
ph 7 = neutral.

His report lists other recommendations which Civic will need to review sometime.

Tree removal on Green and elsewhere

There are two dying trees on the green. One is a Black Cherry (located among pines opposite
Woodland and Green Ln) and the other is a Red Maple (located in the middle of Inn lane. It is
the fourth tree next to driveway). Ed will obtain a proposal to remove trees.

Dancing Cherry and another tree located near the memorial needs to be pruned.

Lynda Kolski has dead branches from a tree located on Milky Way path which is located
adjacent to her property; the branches, some of which are dead, reach over to her property.
She wants to know if Civic can trim them. No, it is the leaseholder’s responsibility.

Signs
Ed and Valerie will take an inventory of signs stored in spring house.

New Business

Field Theater Pillar Caps

Field Theater pillars caps: Ken Morrison has been notified that he has obtained the job from
Arden to fixed caps only. He agreed to charge for material only. At the present time, he is very
busy with customers and he will do the job as soon as he has a chance.

Mosquitoes
A few residents were upset about spraying for mosquitoes done by Shakespeare Guild.
Residents were notified. Lowest toxicity rating by the EPA and dries in thirty minutes.

Meeting adjourned at 7:39 P.M.
Respectfully submitted
Elizabeth Resko

Arden Town Secretary
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a Free Tech Conrsaliong

Jure 10, 2014

Village of Arden
hr Ed Rohrbach
2328 C s la
Fussall E Carlson 2328 CT‘E‘:‘J'} Lane
ROA, BUBMA W Iminrrj'r'n"t_ DE 19510

114 Gramd Canyon Court Subjert: Fels Oak on the Green: Asscssment of health and salety
Dear, DE 19700

Dicar Mz Rohroach:
o 1k EEa ]

Losleoniinoe-lech.com

wune sl coin On May 6, 2014, | met with vou to inspect and discuss the Fels Oak near
the playgrovid oo The Green. T had previously met with M Tom
Wheeler to discuss the tree, bul wil conditions in February prevented a
full examination. Ye deferred the inspection until this spring, after the
leaves began to oxpand.

GSCH

This tree is a swamp white oak (Querss bicolor). It has a trunk diamcter

EEGISTERED of B0.6 inches, measured al £.5 fect above the grovund, L measured Lhe
g i height to be 60 feet with a laser hypsometer. The branch spread is about
ok 120 teel on average, This tree i3 situated on The Green near the
At iay B aa ety Ak inlerscctiom of Millers Road and Woodland Lane. Domumentation of the
Consulling Arhorisbs area indicates the tree was planted approximaccly 100 years ago.

The concern that prompted the inspection was recent work: done oa the
tree and questions about the impact of the placement of the mulched
sursace tnthe arca of the playground equipment.

It 12 my understanding that the mulched area was created several years
ago. It was constructed by excavating several inches deep, then everlaid

BT A LT T 000RT witn a geo tI:-I‘:ctiJE fahric. f.ru:-ihed ﬁfcme- was then placec 2 to 4 inches )
Irsemational Socicty deep, and this was covered with chipped wood mulch, The borders of
uf Arhariculture the arsa were criginally lined with 828 inch imbers to delineace and

contain the mulch, but these timbers have since been remuoved,
Additional mulch has been added pericdically to maintain the safety
surtace of the plaveround,

The initial construction of the playeround surface area caused some
impact to the roat system of the tree. In partivular the excavation of
some surface soil probably damaged or removed a porbion of the root
systern in those areas. This does not appear to have caused significart
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Page 2nf 6
Fels Crale on the Green; Assessment of health and safety
Village of Arden
At Mr Fod Rohrhach
2328 Chi Y Lane, Wilminglon, IIE
June 10, 2014

or immediate harm o the tree, however, Several yvears after this oroject was finished the
tree is not exhibiting any signs of dedire in the crovwn, Excavabons of two sol pits
within the plaveround bed revealed one or two dead roots, each less than three quartors
of an inch in diameter, Live roots, up to one quarker inch, were also found, indicating
the rool system is recovering with new groveth below the installed bec,

Reclamation of a portion of the installed bed can be done, provided cerlain
speafications are tollowec,

1. The satety zone around remaining playground equipment must be maintained.
The safety zome must ba at least & Feet beyond the outer edges of any equipment,
eccapt that swinge muet have a distance of twice the pivot height, in the
direction of swing.!

2 Removal of any cureent matetials must be done by hand. Mo mechanical
equipment such as loaders, backhoes, or tracked equipment should be used.
The use of such equipment risks further damage to roots in the snil.

3 Existing mulch, stone and geo textile fabric should be removed, but the surface
of the natural soil beneath should not be disturbed.

4. Till s0il should be typical elean topsoil. It should pot have large stones, and
should not be of high (greater than § percent) organic matter content,
Mushroom soil and other high crganic soils will create a soil laver disconbinuity
thas wil” inhital the movermnmaent of water into lwer soi” Tevels,

5. The replacement Al soil should not be more than 2 inches deap whan Tight
par.'.h:d inie Plu-;:a. Dreeper lﬂ}-‘l’:rﬁ wil inhibit the movement of Y T into the
existing soil below, stifling new root growth and possibly causing dedine of
oxisting roots.

&. The replacement £ soil should be compacred bevond that caused by an average
person walking over the surface, for the reasons cited above,

It should be noted that remonval of the existing surface will probably not be of much
enelit to the Pels Oak, Itis adapting to the disturbance created when the 2layground
surface was installed. The existing surface is not impervious, allowing air and water 2o

1S Coneumer Prodoets Sabty Commission Peblic Playground Safely Handboaok, 2008

114 Crand Canyon Coat, Beas, DE 19201 & HR2BE2790 officer * -oos seatfner bocs gom
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A e cmeni

Fals Clak om the Groen; Assessment of health and safety
Village of Arden
At Mr. Fd Rohrhach
2728 f'.}lr.-.rr;.* Lane, 'I-"'."j.l||Er|HL-L:rLr DE
Jume 110, 2004

Page 3of &

irtfiltrate the soil, Howewver, of the surface is lett in'its current extent, it will have to ke
regularly maintained along with the rest of the area,

Lharing my inspection T collected samples of the surface soil around the vak tree outside
the playground arez. The sample was submitted to A&L Agricultural Laboratories in
Richmond, Virgima for nuirient testing. The results are attached separately.

[he soil pH f.:-_]q_lit}r} i55.2, gencl:a]!}r oveer than pr‘cfttrr:‘.d h].-' oalk trees, but within
acceptable limits, The addition of dolomitic lme wall hi.ﬂE: raise the pH, as well as
supply some magnesium and the necessary calcium. Dolomilic lime should be applied
in hwo treatments, ab the rate of 30 prunds per ong thonisaned sepuare fevt 2 with al least
zin months between applications. Crne treatment can be applied this year, and the
second next spring.

Mitrogen, polassium, and phosphorus are fypical ingredients of fertilizers. The selected
procuct should contain an organic or slow-release source of nitrogen, and the ratio
shimild be approsdmately 5-10-10, ar roughly half as much nitrogen as the other two
components. The amount of fertilizer to be applied will depead oa the actual content of
the product and the amounts of each element. The recommerdations shown on the
attached scil report shouwld be followed for amounts of phosphoras and potassiem. Ths
also important to check the fertilizer for the inclusion of any of the micro nutrdents Lsted
in the repast. If the fertilizer product combains these other elemeants, H'n-:.r do ot need o
be applied separately.

Boron is an element that needs special mele. [Lis reguired forsteeng muelabolison in
plants and trees, but s needed in very small amounts. Too much can be foxic o tees. [+
this element is included in the regular fertilizer product, there is no need to add more.

If it is not included, it can be supplied by mixing 4 pounds of Borax in 5 Lo 10 gallons of
water and applying that mixture over LO00 square Feet, or 40 pounds over the area
within the spread of the branches. It is not recommended that this be added toa liquid
injection mixmure of fertilizers. [t should be aprayed over the susface of the ground to
avoid pockets of high concentrations.

£ A aquare M feet by 30 feet is 900 square feel, The anca woder B spoead of branches of the vak is
approximeately 10000 square teet. The area of the playground surfaoe should be soboracted and not
traated.

4 Ueing the laundry type borax additoe

114 Gramd Canyon Court, e, [E 197701« J02.0852,7497 oo = cpagleals bk oo
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Felz Oak on the Creen; Assessment of health and safety
Village of Arden
Attt Mre Ed Rohrbach
2328 Cherry Lane, Wilmingtor, DB
June 10, 2014

Page $of 4

The tree does have a few dead branches in the crown, although none are large. Some
extend over the playgrourd area, Pruning should be considered for safety reasons.
Any pruning operations should not be ronducted to thin the crown: Internal branches
and sucker sprouts should be left in the larger interior limbs, as these contribute to the
strength and good structure of the limbs, Excessive thinning of the crown can lead to
poor taper, excessive end weight, and can increase the risk of limb failure, especially
during high winds.

There are several supzort cables installed in the tree, some placed lastautumn by
Rickerman Iree Service. These supports ace intended to limit stresses placed on ericieal
arcas of the tree, particularly the main trunk crotches of this nak. Several shevl bolls have
also been placed in the area of the main crotek, to further stabilize this area. Lhe lrec
grew with two codomirant stems, creating a croteh with a narrow angle and eventually
developing a condition called included bark. This represents a weak point in the ree's
struciure. Lhe cabling #nd bracing techniques reduce the rsk of failure of this
configuration. Although there is no guarantee that the tree will not fall, the addition of
thess support devices has reduced the risk to lolerable levels.

During miv vigit, we discussed the possibility of installing lightning protection in this
tree. Alightning protection system is intended to protect the free from striles by
drawing an electrical charge away from the tree and grounding il some distance away.
Tt is composed of braided copper cables that are extended to the top and long latere]
litnbe of the tree, and carried doswn the trurk and then under ground foa point beyond
the dripline uf the tree. This system does not protect people sheltering beneath the free
and does protect them from a sirike. 1tis only to reduce serious damage to the tree
itself,

The two main tssues with this type of system are the initial cost of installation, mostly
due to the cost of the cables, and the risk that scrap metal hunters will abscond with
some of the cables. Tt instalied cables ara cut or broken, the system no longer provides
any protection from strkes. Il canbe easily repaired, bul is still susceptible to repoated
theft. Placing the cables inside steel conduils an the lower part of the trunk may Tower
the threat of thefl.

In summary; the Fels Oak is in good conditon for a tree of 100 years. |t has received

some care over its fife, and promises many more years of enjoyment to the residents of
Arden,

114 Grand Canyon Coort, Beer, DF 15701« JOZE3L1LHT affice » poarlsoortro.¢
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Mage Gof i
Fels Oak on the Green: Assessment of health and safety
Willage of Arden
Acdtre M Bd Rohrbach
2328 Cherry Lane, ¥Wilmington, 1YE
Tune 140, 20014

The main issue at hand s the playground surface. Portions can be removed, although
this is not a necessity for the health of the tree, in my opinion. 'The specitications
provided for removal and replacement of the surface should carefully followed. Also,
senme soi] treatments are recommended for this year to assure the free has the nutriends
it needs for strong and healthy growth.

It you have questions about this report or my findings, please contact me.
Sincerely,

Py

Russell E. Carlson, ROA #3544, BOMA # PT-00081

Tree Tech Consnlhng

Enclosure; Soil analysis

11d-Crrand Carnyon Court, Bear, DE 19701 = 3028321911 office * calsomdrrie-techcom
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